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Our coach tour, “The Country Roads of France” will be escorted by Insight Vacations.  

We will then be escorted by Avalon as we join our luxury cruise ship “The Creativity”  

for seven  nights, cruising Paris to Normandy 

 

 

 
 

I’m sure many of you  have travelled to Paris or maybe through France on previous 

journeys,  I believe this exciting and comprehensive itinerary will give you time to enjoy 

and immerse yourselves in this wonderful culture. 

 

A leisurely 16 day tour from Paris to the Champagne capital of Troyes and the wine 

village of Chablis.  We touch on the Pyrenees and enjoy a one night stay in the Alpine 

village of Chamonix en route to the south of France and the French Riviera. Just to 

imagine we will be visiting that area, conjures up excitement in us all!  The south is 

beautiful – the French countryside and a feeling of really having time to experience the 

culture and of course wonderful food of this country.  The magnificent ancient towns and 

cities that we visit are unforgettable.  My favourite is Arles - just to walk around there 

with Van Gogh signs – he had lived here - he had coffee there, it is amazing!  From the 

south back towards Paris, the scenic drive through the Dordogne Valley is just beautiful! 

 

Combine passion and the good life with art, culture and brilliant landscapes, and you 

have Northern France. Not forgetting the beaches of Normandy where the allied forces 

landed during World War 11’s D-Day invasion.  We have seven nights on board our 

beautiful cruise boat from Paris to Normandy and back.  For those of you who have 

experienced cruising on other tours, you know how wonderful the cruising component of 

a holiday can be.  It is so relaxing, the service and food on the boat is exceptional – not 

forgetting we have beautiful French wines included with our dinner each evening.  I am 

so looking forward to experiencing Northern France from a cruise ship! 

                                                                                                                    Kay Richardson 

 



 Friday 17 July                   SYDNEY – BANGKOK 

We will meet at Sydney international airport for our flight to Paris.                                                                                                                                                        

DEPART SYDNEY           with Thai Airways                   TG 472         1440 

ARRIVE BANGKOK                                                                                2200 

Saturday 18 July                BANGKOK – PARIS                                                        D       

DEPART BANGKOK                                                          TG 930         0005 

ARRIVE PARIS                                                                                         0705 

Welcome to Paris! We will be met on arrival by a representative from Insight Vacations 

who will take us to our hotel.  We can relax and settle in before we meet our Tour 

Director this evening for a welcome drink and dinner. This evening is at leisure before we 

start our wonderful journey tomorrow. 

                             Accommodation: Le Meridien Etoile  

 

Sunday 19 July        PARIS – TROYES – CHABLIS – DIJON                          BB, D                                                

Head to the ancient capital of the Champagne region, Troyes: its magnificent centre of 

medieval buildings is appropriately shaped like a champagne cork.  Continue into 

Burgundy, famous for its fine wines, stopping in the famous wine village of Chablis to 

taste the local nectar before reaching Dijon for our two night stay.. 

                             Accommodation: Grand Hotel La Cloche 

 

Monday 20 July                  VEZELAY EXCURSION                                             BB 

Today we have the option to enjoy and explore this wonderful city at our own pace – or- 

take an optional drive through the leafy Burgundian countryside to the picturesque town 

of Vezelay, built along a rocky ridge among the Morvan foothills.  Tradition has it that 

Mary Magdalene was buried here and from the famous basilica, Richard the Lionheart set 

off for the Crusades.   

 

Tuesday 21 July                      DIJON - CHAMONIX                                            BB, D 

 A scenic symphony awaits you as you head into the high Alps, and climb towards Mont 

Blanc and the beautiful ski resort of Chamonix.  We have time here to explore and enjoy  

the atmosphere of a ski resort.  We have dinner at a local restaurant this evening. 

                              Accommodation: Hotel Prieure 

  

Wednesday 22 July             CHAMONIX – GRENOBLE                                    BB, D        

After breakfast this morning, take a breathtaking drive to the lake-side town of Annecy.  

there’s time to have lunch in the Little Venice area or take a boat trip. Continue to your 

hotel in Grenoble, the ancient capital of the Dauphine region.  

                               Accommodation: Mercure Grenoble President 

 

Thursday 23 July                       GRENOBLE – NICE                                         BB, D 

Travel in the footsteps of Napoleon as he made his victorious return from Elba.  A scenic, 

rugged landscape leads from the Alps down to the French Riviera and Elegant Nice.  The 

atmosphere is electric.  We will experience this with dinner in a local restaurant tonight. 

                                Accommodation: Radisson Blu Hotel Nice 

 



Friday 24 July                     MONACO EXCURSION                                             BB     

On a morning sight seeing tour, journey to the principality of Monaco, see the Grimaldi 

Palace and visit the cathedral, burial place of Princess Grace and Prince Rainier.  Enjoy a 

drive along part of the Grand Prix circuit and then enjoy views of the port with its luxury 

yachts.  The rest of the day is at leisure – the shopping here is wonderful! 

 

Saturday 25 July                      NICE – AVIGNON                                                BB, D 

Visit the medieval town of St Paul de Vence (amazing), which sits high above the Riviera 

beaches.  There is time to explore before continuing to Cezanne’s home town , Aix-en-

Provence. Journey into the Luberon, made famous by Peter Mayle in his book “A Year in 

Provence”, and pass around Cavaillon, the melon capital of France, en route to Avignon.  

We have dinner included tonight. 

                                 Accommodation: Avignon Grand Hotel 

 

Sunday 26 July                   EXPERIENCE AVIGNON                                            BB 

A short distance from Avignon, see the greatest legacy of the Romans’ presence: the 

incredible three tiered Pont du Gard.  Head towards the Rhone River and the village of 

Chateauneuf-du-Pape to taste the renowned wine.  Back in Avignon, take a little train 

ride for an overview of the town past the old Palace of the Popes and the Pont d’Avignon 

before taking time to relax.   

 

Monday 27 July                      AVIGNON – NIMES                                                   BB 

Drive to Arles, one-time home to Van Gogh and Roman legionnaires, and visit the 

amphitheatre.  Continue through the Camargue to Stes Maries-de-la-Mer, where Gypsies 

gather annually to honour their patron saint.  You may see flamingos and wild horses on 

the way to Nimes where, on arrival, an orientation tour shows you the Roman Arena and 

a 2000-year-old Roman Temple, Maison Carree. 

                                   Accommodation: Imperator Concorde 

 

Tuesday 28 July             NIMES – CARCASSONE – ALBI                                BB, D 

After breakfast,  cross the Languedoc for a walking tour of the fortified town of 

Carcassonne.  Like stepping back in time, the city has a complete set of ramparts and a 

medieval keep.  Later, continue to your hotel in Albi, known for its cathedral and the 

birthplace of Toulouse Lautrec.                                                                                                                              

                                   Accommodation: Hotel St Antoine                    

 

Wednesday 29 July     ALBI – ROCAMADOUR- DORDOGNE                       BB, D  

Stop in Cahors, famous for its “Black Wine”, before continuing to Rocamadour.  A 

resting place for pilgrims on their way to Spain, this tiny medieval town is perched on a 

cliff side above the Alzou River.  After exploring the beautiful town and its sanctuary, 

drive on to your hotel in the Dordogne for two nights.  

                                         Accommodation: La Truffe Noire 

 

 

   



Thursday 30 July             DORDOGNE VALLEY EXCURSION                          BB 

A morning drive takes you into the stunning Valley of the Dordogne to visit the town of 

Sarlat-la-Caneda with its fine historic golden limestone houses.  Make your way to the 

prehistoric site at Lascaux to view the world – famous cave paintings. 

  

Friday 31 July                    DORDOGNE –LIMOGES - PARIS                              BB            

After stopping at the town of Limoges to visit the famous porcelain showroom, head to 

Poitiers to board a TGV train for your fast and comfortable journey to Paris. 

       Moulin Rouge Dinner & Show will be booked for one of our nights in Paris. 

      Accommodation: Pullman Paris Bercy 

 

Saturday 01 August                             PARIS                                                          BB, D 

With a local guide, see Notre Dame Cathedral before driving past the facades of The 

Louvre and along the Champs Elysees to The Arc de Triomphe.  Stop for a photo of The 

Eiffel Tower. Paris has grown up on the banks of the Seine and it’s many landmarks, 

quays and bridges are best viewed from the comfort of a relaxing river cruise. Tonight, 

we enjoy a celebration dinner of seasonal produce at a typical Parisian restaurant - 

 

Sunday 02 August                       PARIS AT LEISURE                                             BB   

We stay on at out hotel for the next two nights.  Everything is accessible here.  The metro 

is marvelous and easy – to go further afield and explore more of Paris. 

We can just enjoy Paris at our leisure!  

                                                            

Monday 03 August                     PARIS AT LEISURE                                           BB, D  

We have time today to choose one of the many things that are available to us in this area. 

Go back to the Louvre, the museums or shop till you drop!  We will have dinner in one of 

the many great local restaurants that suround  us. 

 

Tuesday 04 August                              CRUISING                                                  BB, D  

After breakfast this morning , we are transferred to our elegant floating hotel for the next 

seven nights, “The Creativity” .  We unpack and put our things away – for the next seven 

nights.  The feeling of that is amazing!  This evening we will enjoy a welcome dinner 

with complimentary French Wines as our ship glides smoothly out of Paris 

                                       

Wednesday 05 August              VERNON -  LES ANDELYS                              B,L,D  

This morning in Vernon, choose between a guided visit of Giverny and a visit to Bizy 

Castle.  Monet lived at Giverny for almost 43 years and viewed his flower and water 

gardens as works of art – just like his paintings.  See his collection of Japanese prints and  

his charming house.  Or visit BIZY CASTLE built in 1740 and nicknamed “ Normandy’s  

Versailles”.  After lunch, we have an onboard pastry demonstration before we arrive in 

Les Andelys , situated on a bend of the Seine and one of the most beautiful places in 

France. We join a local guide for a walk of the town. Imposing Chateau Gaillard, built by 

Richard the Lionheart as a fortress in 1196, is seen above the town. 

 

  



Thursday 06 August                           CAUDEBEC                                               B,L,D 

Today, either join an excursion along the Routes des Chaumiereres to see some of 

Normandy’s charming and traditional half – timbered houses with their long sloping 

thatched roof – OR- visit JUMIEGES ABBEY,a former Benedictine Abbey, considered 

one of the most ancient monasterire in the western world.  The afternoon is free to 

explore on your own.  Tonight before we have dinner, you may wish to attend an onboard 

lecture about D Day. 

 

Friday  07 August                              CAUDEBEC                                                 B,L,D                                          

Make your choice today between an included full-day Normandy beach tour.  Spend the 

day where one of the most famous events in recent world history took place – the beaches 

of Normandy, site of the D-Day invasion by the Allied forces during World War 11.  

Visit the American Cemetery at Colleville sur Mer, the Allied landings at Omaha Beach, 

Mulberry Harbour at Arromanches,  the battlefield of Pointe du Hoc and all the haunting 

reminders of the Allies’ hard fight for freedom.  Or a “TASTE OF NORMANDY” for an 

in-depth look at this picturesque mainly agricultural region.  Camembert cheese is here.   

  

Saturday 08 August                             ROUEN                                                      B,L,D 

Our visit to Rouen will take you to the stunning gothic cathedral of Rouen, the haunting 

medieval quarter with its half – timbered, glazed tile houses; and the Gros Horloge, a 

Renaissance clock tower that arches overhead.  The walk ends at Vieux March, where 

Joan of Arc was punished for her defiance. This afternoon is free to explore on your own 

 

Sunday 09 August                          CONFLANS – PARIS                                    B,L,D 

Today we have two included excursions to choose from.  AUVERS-SUR –OISE, the 

quaint little town where Vincent Van Gogh lived and died, or to Napoleon and 

Josephine’s Chateau De Malmasion just outside Paris. This evening, we arrive in Paris 

 

Monday  10 August                          PARIS                                                            B,L,D 

Today we have included a sightseeing tour of Paris.  For those who want to soak up more 

of the enchanting sights of this wonderful city this is for you.  The alternative is to walk 

and browse through the shops of Paris.  Maybe visit The Louvre or have lunch in 

Montmartre famous for its artist’s colony.  There is so much that you can do today. 

  

Tuesday 11 August                        PARIS - BANGKOK                                          BB  

We are transferred to the airport for our flight home. 

DEPART PARIS                            with Thai                                    TG 931      1340                                                                                    

 Wednesday 12 August                   SYDNEY                                                           B,L 

ARRIVE BANGKOK                                                                                            0555 

We have a stopover in a Bangkok city hotel which is a nice break in the journey  

DEPART BANGKOK                                                                         TG 475      1920 

ARRIVE SYDNEY              13
th

 August, 2015                                                      0720 

                                                                           

Meals included:      B Buffet Breakfast,  L Lunch, D Dinner 

 



 

 

 

TOUR COST & INCLUSIONS  
TOUR COST per person based on twin share    $14200.00 

Single supplement is limited and available on application. 

EARLY BIRD OFFERS ARE AVAILABLE (approx $1100) apply for payment 

By 15/12/2014 

A non- refundable deposit of $1500.00 is required within seven days of booking to 

secure your place on this tour. Final payment is due 100 days prior to departure.  

Tour cost is based on the exchange rate at  12/10/14 and is subject to change. 

If paying by Mastercard or Visa a levy of 3% will apply. 
 

Return Airfare Sydney/Paris/Sydney with Thai International Airways 

.Accommodation is in First and Superior Class Properties on twin share basis.  

An upgrade to Category 2 is included in the price for our cabins on the river cruise.  

All hotel service charges, local taxes and porterage of one suitcase p/person included. 

Buffet breakfast plus all meals as per the itinerary as per the itinerary. 

The tour will be conducted by Insight Vacations and Avalon Cruises with local guides.                     

Sightseeing, is as per the itinerary & a comprehensive pre- departure information pack. 

 NOT INCLUDED 
Holiday Insurance.                                        

Additional airport departure taxes                     as at 15/10/14  (approx  $218.00) 

Port taxes                                                                   as at 15/10/14                 $336.00                                        

Extra items of a personal nature plus tips and gratuities are not included 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 



TERMS AND CONDITIONS: 
Leisure World Travel and their associated companies, give notice that all tickets and vouchers are by 

them and all arrangements for transport, conveyance and Hotel accommodation are made as an 

Agent upon the express condition that they are not liable for any injury, damage, loss, accident,, 

delay or irregularity which may be occasioned either by reason of any defect in any vehicle, or 

through the acts of defaults of any company or person engaged in conveying the passenger orwabis in 

carrying out the arrangements of the tour(s)or otherwise in connection therewith or of any hotel 

proprietor or servant.  Such conveying etc, is subject to the laws of the country where the conveyance 

is provided. 

  

 Deposit:  A non refundable deposit of AUD $1500 per person is required to reserve  

                                  your place on this tour. 

 Final Payment: Required to your travel agent no later than 100 days prior to departure 

 Price:  The advertised price is in Australian dollars and includes air, security & local  

taxes as per the itinerary. The price based on minimum passenger numbers  

and should these numbers not be reached the price may increase  

 Cancellations: More than 90 days prior to departure—deposit forfeited. 

                                  Less than 90 days prior to departure  - 100% of tour cost. 

                                  (A proportion of land content and airfare may be claimed as per 

                                    agreements with contractors used.) 
 Amendments: A fee of $100 may apply to any change made to your booking once confirmed 

 Refunds:  No refund is available if cancellations occur after the tour has commenced or in   

respect of any tours, accommodation, meals or any other services not utilised.  

 Itinerary Changes & Tour Cancellation: Insight Vacations& Avalon reserves the right to vary 

itineraries should circumstances dictate, as well as cancel or reschedule any tour departure in 

accordance with operating requirements, or circumstances beyond its control. The advertised tours 

require minimum numbers to depart. Should these not be met the companies reserves the right to alter 

of reschedule arrangements. 

 Rooming Arrangements: Please note that single accommodation is usually limited at most hotels and 

cannot be guaranteed. Occupying a single room either by choice or circumstance is subject to the 

applicable supplement.   

 Tour Membership The Tour Director may, at his or her discretion, require any person to withdraw 

from any tour if he or she deems the person’s acts or conduct offensive or a nuisance to other 

passengers, and we shall have no further liability. 

 Baggage Allowance & Porterage: Porterage of one suitcase per person is included in the tour price 

for arrival & departure from hotels in Europe. Due to limited coach capacity the sum of the length, 

width & depth of the case should not exceed 160cm (63 inches), and weight should not exceed 20kg 

(44 Lbs). Charges may be levied in the event these limits are exceeded & the promise to transport you 

may be invalidated. 

 What’s Not Included: Passports and applicable visa fees, laundry, phone calls, items of a personal 

nature, beverages, meals and sightseeing not detailed on the itinerary, tips and gratuities to the Tour 

Director, coaches drivers and local city guides, excess baggage, optional excursions and travel 

insurance. Please note that travel insurance is highly recommended. Please see your Travel Agent for 

further details. 

 Documentation: Approximately 2 weeks prior to departure from Australia, documentation will be 

received by your travel agent including International air tickets (if applicable),a tour itinerary, a full 

Hotel list, an Optional Excursion list & ticket wallet. 

 Booking Terms and Conditions: These conditions incorporate the basis upon which bookings are 

accepted by your Travel Agent Insight & Avalon. These conditions must be carefully studied prior to 

making the commitment of paying the deposit as they must be referred to. Additional terms and 

conditions may be applicable to group bookings and will be advised as they become known. 

 Fitness to travel:  All passengers must be physically able to participate in tour activities without 

assistance from Tour Escorts, Guides and fellow passengers. 

 


